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Do's and Don'ts on the Tour
Dress Modestly
Please wear shirts that cover shoulders and pants or skirts that cover
your knees. Shirts with a low neckline are not appropriate.

Three-Day Exploration
The tour can also be done
as a two-day tour,
however for a relaxed tour
we recommend three
days.
Day 1:
Travel form Oudomxay to
Ban Chom Ong using local
transport. After lunch at
Ban Chom Ong have a
short visit to the Cave’s
southern entrance.
Overnight stay in
homestay at the village.
Day 2:
After breakfast enjoy an
extended visit to the cave.
You can spend between 4
and 6 hours in the cave.
You can also enjoy your
picnic-lunch in the cave
(only the first 500m of the
vast tunnel system of over
14 km are illuminated).
Overnight stay in
homestay at the village.
If you opt for the two-day
tour you will have to be
back at the village midafternoon to leave for
Oudomxay.
Day 3:
After breakfast return to
Oudomxay using public
transport. You will arrive
around lunch time.

Public Bathing
Please do not bathe in the nude in public. Women should cover up
with a sarong when bating in public.

Chom Ong Cave System
Oudomxay Province

Photographs
Please ask before taking close-ups or portraits. Respect those who
choose not to be photographed.
Gifts
Please do not give anything to children as this practice encourages
begging. Also, do not give medicine to anyone but a doctor or nurse.
Body Language
In Lao, your head is “high” and your feet “low” don't gesture with your
feet, and don't put your feet on furniture. Also do not touch someone
else's head. Kissing and hugging in public is impolite please be
discreet.
Respect Local Traditions
Please do not touch anything that may be of religious significance,
such as Buddha statues, altars, and burial grounds. Please take off
hats and shoes when entering temples.
Environment
Do not litter on land or in water: take all your garbage with you. Do
not buy wildlife or wildlife products.
Purchasing Local Crafts
Please support local products by purchasing newly made quality
handicrafts. Do not purchase unique items such as antiques or family
heirlooms that are irreplaceable.
Drugs
Please do not do drugs in Lao. Drug tourism does damage and sets
a very bad example for Lao youth.

If you are interested in participating in the tour, or if
you wish to get more information about our other
programs, please contact the
Provincial Tourism Department of Oudomxay, Lao P.D.R.
(In front of the new market)
Telephone: 081 212483
Mobile: 020 2148679
Fax: 081 212482
Email: ptdoudomxay@yahoo.com
Website: www.oudomxay.info
Also check: www.laoscaveproject.de
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Exploration of Chom Ong Cave
Chom Ong cave system is a recently rediscovered natural attraction located about 45 km from Oudomxay
town near the Khmu Lu village of Ban Chom Ong Thai.
In the village you can also see
traditional handicraft production
and intact village life.
From the village it is a one-hour
walk, to the cave up a creek
through rice fields and lovely
forest with various animals,
insects and small birds. The
Nam Kaang River flows through
the lower areas of the cave system. It enters the system in the
North of the 4 km long mountain
stretch and rediscovers daylight
at the southern end. The exploration tour usually leads you
through parts of the dry section
in the South. The exploration of
Chom Ong Cave takes about four to six hours and is a
real experience as the cave is still in its natural state.

The cave system stretches along a 4 km long mountain
ridge and has a parallel running and interconnecting
fossil and river passage. Until now it is explored to a
length of 13.5 km (preliminary) with several wide
open side passages
remaining. The exploration was done by the
Northern Lao - European
Cave Project.
It ranks now as the longest cave in Northern
Laos and is one of the top
20 in all Laos. The typical
passage dimension is 20
to 25 m width and 20 to
30 m height. Two huge
overlaying halls mark the
connection of river and
fossil passage with each
100 m length, 30 m width
and ceiling heights of 30 to 50 m. The cave is a trough
cave and could be entered (only with exploration
equipment) near the stream inlet in the north and left at
the outflow in the south. The full traverse would take
about 5 to 8 hours with additional 1 and 3 hours
respectively return
walking time to
Chom Ong village!
The guided trekking tour to Chom
Ong Cave brings
you to the southern
more easily accessible part of the fossil passage (see
cover picture).
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