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towns of Vang Vieng and Luang Prabang. At some stage
ur hopes for elephant in her life, Mae Khampheng also lost her ability to see
conservation in Laos from one eye. When we were able to buy them, they
increase with the birth were in a sad state. Severely dehydrated and weakened
by their communal suffering, we made sure they had all
of a new boy on Xmas Day!
the time they needed to regain their strength. Because
There are so many things that make this a feel-good
of all the hardship they had suffered together, they had
story. As you may know, the Elephant Conservation
formed a bond as you would see in a wild herd.
Center of Laos has not had too much luck with the
previous pregnancies. The last two were carried to full We started to take blood samples to see if they would
term, but because of complications, the calves did not still be able to breed. Thanks to the support of the
make it. This is not abnormal, but it certainly is a blow Australian Embassy, the Smithsonian Institute, Les
to the would-be mother and our community. Even Machines de l’Île de Nantes, Asian Elephant Support,
so, we never gave up and kept believing in our way Elephant Healthcare & Welfare Emergency Lifeline
of working, despite the extremely challenging times Fund, Houston Zoo, MCA Accounting and very
we have gone through this year with the COVID-19 generous private donors, we can do these tests ourselves
pandemic. So, you can understand how happy we were in our endocrinology laboratory.
when after only 30 minutess, we could meet our new,
Mae Khampheng showed a steady cycle and had
healthy bull on Xmas day!
successful pregnancies in the past. When she was up for
Female elephants Mae Khampheng and her friend Mae it, we included her in the breeding program. Because
Thongbay have been through a lot together. They worked of our own research, we knew which days she would
hard in logging camps, had to wait for customers in the be fertile and gently introduced her to the breeders
burning sun when they were giving rides in the tourist leading up to these dates.

On the night of the 25th, our team was camping out at
the site we had chosen for the delivery. Some flat rice
paddies, right on the edge of the forest. We did not
want to take any risks, a birth on the uneven terrain
of the jungle could create some difficulties. Because
of the strong bond between the two females and their
experience as mothers, we had left them to roam free
during the delivery. After 30 uneventful minutes, a new
bull was born, but we weren’t out of the woods yet...
We noticed that the boy tried to drink milk from the
front, instead of the side. Each time he tried to move to
the nipple, his mother moved away. She also wouldn’t
let him sleep for the first few hours, which is crucial
for the calf. With a bit of help from the mahouts, and
Mae Thongbay, the mother came to her senses. By late
afternoon, the newborn bull was napping and drinking
to his own content. In the evening, the mahouts let the
trio walk back to the forest to choose a spot to spend
the night. Our team will keep an eye on them from a
distance to make sure everything goes right.
It’s unbelievable to see how the bond between the
females was immediately extended towards the baby.
They spent last night together, the baby sleeping
underneath Mae Thongbay, occasionally going to his
mother for a quick drink. Socialising captive elephants
to create coherent family groups is at the basis of our
conservation philosophy. For the last two years, we
are running “Back to the Wild”, a release project with
3 females and a young bull in the Nam Pouy National
Protected Area. With a bit of luck, Mae Khampheng,
her son, and Mae Thongbay could have the same future.
The biggest takeaway is that many people with different
nationalities worked together to improve the chances

of a successful birth. The local mahout community has
centuries of experience that we could combine with
scientific methods. We will continue to work together
and hope to bring you more good news in 2021!

The Elephant Conservation Center (ECC) is the
oldest conservation facility strictly dedicated to
Asian elephants in Laos. Since 2001, our team
has been involved in many programmes ranging
from veterinary care to scientific research, census,
environmental education, sensorial enrichment,
socialization and rewilding. With 70 staff and 34
elephants, the ECC is also working to protect one of
Laos’ richest biodiversity hotspots: the Nam Pouy
National Protected Area which is home to the second
largest wild elephant population of Laos.
You can become a sponsor of the baby by clicking here:
https://www.elephantconservationcenter.com/
elephant/phu-noy/
You can support the Elephant Conservation Center by
donating on our own fund raising campaign here:
https://www.gofundme.com/eccaccelerator
WWW.ELEPHANTCONSERVATIONCENTER.COM
For Press enquiries: sebastien.duffillot@gmail.com
Tel: +33782329849
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Once we knew Mae Khampeng was expecting, we
brought her and Mae Thongbay to the forest around
Muang Phiang district, Sayaboury Province. We hoped
that this environment would reduce the stress during
Mae Khampheng’s pregnancy and provide her with
enough natural food to prepare her for the delivery.
During their time in the forest together, it seemed like
Mae Thongbay had gotten ten years younger!
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